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Money laundering

Concealing/disguising/converting/transferring/removing criminal property

from England & Wales
Proceeds of Crime Act 2002 (section 327)
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Entering into arrangements concerning criminal property
Proceeds of Crime Act 2002 (section 328)

Acquisition, use and possession of criminal property
Proceeds of Crime Act 2002 (section 329)

Triable either way
Maximum: 14 years’ custody
Offence range: Band B fine — 13 years’ imprisonment

Effective from 1 October 2014
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STEP ONE :
Determmmg the offence category

The court should determine the offence category with reference to the tables below. In order to determine
the category the court should assess culpability and harm.

The level of culpability is determined by
weighing up all the factors of the case to Harm is initially assessed by the value of the
determine the offender’s role and the extent money laundered.

to which the offending was planned and the

Category 1

sophistication with which it was carried out. £10 million of more

Starting point based on £30 million

Category 2
£2 million—£10 million
A ngh culpabillty Starting point based on £5 million

Category 3

£500,000—-£2 million

Starting point based on £1 million

Category 4
f100,000-f500,000

Starting point based oh £300,000

B- Medium culpablhty Category 5
e £10,000-£100,000
Starting point based on £50,000

Other cases where ¢ haracterlstlcs for categones A or C
mobpresent E A

Asignificant role where offendmg is part ofa group activiy . Category 6

Less than £10,000

C - Lesser culpabiﬂty Starting point based on £5,000

Performed llmited functron under darection

Imroive_d through.coarcmn, intin "daoon_”" _e_x_piortatioh s

Money laundering is an integral component
of much serious criminality. To complete the
: .. assessment of harm, the court should take
“Ltm:ted awareness or understandmg of extent of cnmmal into account the level of harm associated

Not ated, by personal gain

: Opportumstlc one-off' offence ____erylrtt{e or no piannmg

activity -

with the underlying offence to determine
whether it warrants upward adjustment of
the starting point within the range, orin
appropriate cases, outside the range.

Where there are characteristics present which
fall under different levels of culpability, the
court should balance these characteristics

to reach a fair assessment of the offender’s
culpability.

Where it is possible to identify the underlying
offence, regard should be given to the relevant
sentencing levels for that offence.
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Start g POI :___ahd category ange

Having determined the calegory at step one, the court should use the appropriate starting point (as
adjusted in accordance with step one above) to reach a sentence within the category range in the table
below. The starting point appties to all offenders irrespective of plea or previous convictions.

Where the value is larger or smaller than the amount on which the starting point is based, this should lead
to upward or downward adjustment as appropriate.

Where the value greatly exceeds the amount of the starting point in category 1, it may be
appropriate to move outside the identified range.

Section 327 Proceeds of Crime Act 2002: Concealing/disguising/converting/transferring/removing

criminal property from England & Wales

Section 328 Proceeds of Crime Act 2002: Entering into arrangements concerning criminal propetty
Section 329 Proceeds of Crime Act 2002: Acquisition, use and possession of criminal property

Maximum: 14 years’ custody

Culpability

Harm
Category1 Starting point Starti'ng point Starting poi'nt
£10 million or more 10 years’ custody 7 years’ custody 4 years’ custody

Starting point based
on £30 million

..3

tegory range .
years” custody -

o iCategoryrange Category |
o 5=toyearstaustody i 3 =6years

Category 2 " Startiiig point

£2 million—£10 million

- Gategoryrange

Starting point based = oLal 7
6 g years' custody

on £5 million

8 years’ custody

Starting point’
3 years 6 months’ custody

Starting point
5 years’ custady
Categoryrange . Categoryrange
.. 3years6months’ - 2=5years custody-
Sz years eustody oo e SN i

Category 3 Starting point Starting point Starting point
f500,000-£2 million 7 years’ custody 3 years’ custody

~ Categoryrange -

Starting point based e ory 1 : :
on £1 million -5 8years custody - Coomoasmonths - o
Cnmn : T hyearsicustody o
Category 4 Starting point Starting point Starting point
f100,000-f500,000 5 years' custody 3 years’ custody 18 months’ custody
Startiﬁg point based S 'C_diég'pfy'.ra_nge_ B gory range Category range
an £300,000 o 3-6yearsicustody - oo G 20Weeks - oo
LR el - izyearscustody -
Category 5 Starting point Starting poi_nf
f£10,000-f100,000 3 years’ custody 26 weeks' custody
Starting point based ' f-"?';'.Cfte_}gg.ry_ra,nge.‘*’"'--' : o 'Catejgorﬂahge- S
on £50,000 a8 months’— hedium level communtty order
4 years' custady 3 di o= 1year's custody i
Category 6 Starting point Starting point Starting peint
Less than £10,000 1year's custody High tevel community order Low level community order
Starting point based L Qa_tego'ry_f'_a}j’ge - ' 0 : '.}'Ca'té_'gor.y'%a:hsej
on £5,000 b wesksl s o -~ Band B fine -

2 years’ custody

~ Medium level community order*:
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The table below contains a non-exhaustive list of additional factual elements providing the context of the
offence and factors relating to the offender.

Identify whether any combination of these or other relevant factors should result in an upward or
downward adjustment of the sentence arrived at thus far.

IConsecutive sentences for multiple offences may be appropriate where large sums are involved. J

Smtutory aggravating factors

. 'Nq_'p're Glis convictions or no [el_e_vant[ recent convictions

Pre\.rmUS canwctnons havmg regard to a) the n

Qffence commitied whilst on bail

ther aggmvatmg factors

legttimate employees____: AR S L :;ACthlty Ongmai]y [egmma’[e .

See page 39.
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_-STEP T_HREE

_Crtrne Act 2002}

,The court may also consrder whether to make ancrllary orde _ a
ﬁnancral reportmg order a serlous cr:me ' g g

dlrector

.fs' "'EP SEVEN EE

'the sentence o

_STEP EIGHT

the' Crtmma[ Justrce Act 2003

Effective from 1 October 2014




